
Three-Dimensional
Kinetics of a Rigid
Body
CHAPTER OBJECTIVES

• To introduce the methods for finding the moments of inertia and
products of inertia of a body about various axes.

• To show how to apply the principles of work and energy and linear
and angular momentum to a rigid body having three-dimensional
motion.

• To develop and apply the equations of motion in three dimensions.

• To study gyroscopic and torque-free motion.

21

*21.1 Moments and Products of Inertia

When studying the planar kinetics of a body, it was necessary to introduce
the moment of inertia which was computed about an axis
perpendicular to the plane of motion and passing through the body’s mass
center G. For the kinetic analysis of three-dimensional motion it will
sometimes be necessary to calculate six inertial quantities. These terms,
called the moments and products of inertia, describe in a particular way
the distribution of mass for a body relative to a given coordinate system
that has a specified orientation and point of origin.

IG ,
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Moment of Inertia. Consider the rigid body shown in Fig. 21–1.
The moment of inertia for a differential element dm of the body about
any one of the three coordinate axes is defined as the product of the
mass of the element and the square of the shortest distance from the axis
to the element. For example, as noted in the figure, , so
that the mass moment of inertia of the element about the x axis is

The moment of inertia for the body can be determined by integrating
this expression over the entire mass of the body. Hence, for each of the
axes, we can write

(21–1)

Here it is seen that the moment of inertia is always a positive quantity,
since it is the summation of the product of the mass dm, which is always
positive, and the distances squared.

Product of Inertia. The product of inertia for a differential
element dm with respect to a set of two orthogonal planes is defined as
the product of the mass of the element and the perpendicular (or
shortest) distances from the planes to the element. For example, this
distance is x to the y–z plane and it is y to the x–z plane, Fig. 21–1. The
product of inertia for the element is therefore

Note also that By integrating over the entire mass, the
products of inertia of the body with respect to each combination of
planes can be expressed as

(21–2)

Ixy = Iyx =
Lm

xy dm

Iyz = Izy =
Lm

yz dm

Ixz = Izx =
Lm

xz dm

dIyx = dIxy .
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Lm
1y2 + z22 dm
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Fig. 21–1
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Unlike the moment of inertia, which is always positive, the product of
inertia may be positive, negative, or zero. The result depends on the
algebraic signs of the two defining coordinates, which vary independently
from one another. In particular, if either one or both of the orthogonal
planes are planes of symmetry for the mass, the product of inertia with
respect to these planes will be zero. In such cases, elements of mass will
occur in pairs located on each side of the plane of symmetry. On one side
of the plane the product of inertia for the element will be positive, while
on the other side the product of inertia of the corresponding element will
be negative, the sum therefore yielding zero. Examples of this are shown
in Fig. 21–2. In the first case, Fig. 21–2a, the y–z plane is a plane of
symmetry, and hence Calculation of will yield a
positive result, since all elements of mass are located using only positive
y and z coordinates. For the cylinder, with the coordinate axes located as
shown in Fig. 21–2b, the x–z and y–z planes are both planes of symmetry.
Thus,

Parallel-Axis and Parallel-Plane Theorems. The techniques
of integration used to determine the moment of inertia of a body were
described in Sec. 17.1. Also discussed were methods to determine the
moment of inertia of a composite body, i.e., a body that is composed of
simpler segments, as tabulated on the inside back cover. In both of these
cases the parallel-axis theorem is often used for the calculations. This
theorem, which was developed in Sec. 17.1, allows us to transfer the
moment of inertia of a body from an axis passing through its mass center
G to a parallel axis passing through some other point. If G has
coordinates defined with respect to the x, y, z axes, Fig. 21–3,
then the parallel-axis equations used to calculate the moments of inertia
about the x, y, z axes are

(21–3)
Ixx = 1Ix¿x¿2G + m1yG

2 + zG
2 2

Iyy = 1Iy¿y¿2G + m1xG
2 + zG

2 2
Izz = 1Iz¿z¿2G + m1xG

2 + yG
2 2

zGyG ,xG ,

Ixy = Iyz = Izx = 0.

IyzIxy = Ixz = 0.

x
y

O

z

(a) (b)
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O

Fig. 21–2

z

x

y

y¿

z¿

x¿

G

zG

xG

yG

Fig. 21–3



582 CH A P T E R 21 TH R E E-DI M E N S I O N A L K I N E T I C S O F A RI G I D BO D Y

21

The products of inertia of a composite body are computed in the same
manner as the body’s moments of inertia. Here, however, the parallel-
plane theorem is important. This theorem is used to transfer the products
of inertia of the body with respect to a set of three orthogonal planes
passing through the body’s mass center to a corresponding set of three
parallel planes passing through some other point O. Defining the
perpendicular distances between the planes as and Fig. 21–3,
the parallel-plane equations can be written as

(21–4)

The derivation of these formulas is similar to that given for the parallel-
axis equation, Sec. 17.1.

Inertia Tensor. The inertial properties of a body are therefore
completely characterized by nine terms, six of which are independent of
one another. This set of terms is defined using Eqs. 21–1 and 21–2 and
can be written as

This array is called an inertia tensor.* It has a unique set of values for a
body when it is determined for each location of the origin O and
orientation of the coordinate axes.

In general, for point O we can specify a unique axes inclination for
which the products of inertia for the body are zero when computed with
respect to these axes. When this is done, the inertia tensor is said to be
“diagonalized” and may be written in the simplified form

Here and are termed the principal moments
of inertia for the body, which are computed with respect to the principal
axes of inertia. Of these three principal moments of inertia, one will be a
maximum and another a minimum of the body’s moment of inertia.

Iz = IzzIy = Iyy ,Ix = Ixx ,

£
Ix 0 0
0 Iy 0
0 0 Iz

≥

£
Ixx -Ixy -Ixz

-Iyx Iyy -Iyz

-Izx -Izy Izz

≥

Ixy = 1Ix¿y¿2G + mxGyG

Iyz = 1Iy¿z¿2G + myGzG

Izx = 1Iz¿x¿2G + mzGxG

zG ,yGxG ,

*The negative signs are here as a consequence of the development of angular momentum,
Eqs. 21–10.

The dynamics of the space shuttle
while it orbits the earth can be
predicted only if its moments and
products of inertia are known
relative to its mass center.
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Fig. 21–3 (repeated)
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The mathematical determination of the directions of principal axes of
inertia will not be discussed here (see Prob. 21–20). However, there are
many cases in which the principal axes can be determined by inspection.
From the previous discussion it was noted that if the coordinate axes are
oriented such that two of the three orthogonal planes containing the axes
are planes of symmetry for the body, then all the products of inertia for
the body are zero with respect to these coordinate planes, and hence
these coordinate axes are principal axes of inertia. For example, the x, y,
z axes shown in Fig. 21–2b represent the principal axes of inertia for the
cylinder at point O.

Moment of Inertia About an Arbitrary Axis. Consider the
body shown in Fig. 21–4, where the nine elements of the inertia tensor
have been determined with respect to the x, y, z axes having an origin at
O. Here we wish to determine the moment of inertia of the body about
the Oa axis, which has a direction defined by the unit vector By
definition where b is the perpendicular distance from dm
to Oa. If the position of dm is located using r, then which
represents the magnitude of the cross product Hence, the
moment of inertia can be expressed as

Provided and then 
. After substituting and

performing the dot-product operation, the moment of inertia is

Recognizing the integrals to be the moments and products of inertia of
the body, Eqs. 21–1 and 21–2, we have

(21–5)

Thus, if the inertia tensor is specified for the x, y, z axes, the moment of
inertia of the body about the inclined Oa axis can be found. For the
calculation, the direction cosines of the axes must be
determined. These terms specify the cosines of the coordinate direction
angles made between the positive Oa axis and the positive x, y, z
axes, respectively (see Appendix C).

gb,a,

uzuy ,ux ,

IOa = Ixxux
2 + Iyyuy

2 + Izzuz
2 - 2Ixyuxuy - 2Iyzuyuz - 2Izxuzux

- 2uxuy
Lm

xy dm - 2uyuz
Lm

yz dm - 2uzux
Lm

zx dm

= ux
2

Lm
1y2 + z22dm + uy

2

Lm
1z2 + x22dm + uz

2

Lm
1x2 + y22 dm

IOa =
Lm

[1uyz - uzy22 + 1uzx - uxz22 + 1uxy - uyx22]dm

1uyz - uzy2i + 1uzx - uxz2j + 1uxy - uyx2k
ua * r =r = xi + yj + zk,ua = ux i + uy j + uz k

IOa =
Lm

ƒ 1ua * r2 ƒ 2dm =
Lm
1ua * r2 # 1ua * r2dm

ua * r.
b = r sin u,

IOa = 1b2 dm,
ua .
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Fig. 21–4



584 CH A P T E R 21 TH R E E-DI M E N S I O N A L K I N E T I C S O F A RI G I D BO D Y

21

Determine the moment of inertia of the bent rod shown in Fig. 21–5a
about the Aa axis. The mass of each of the three segments is given in
the figure.

SOLUTION
Before applying Eq. 21–5, it is first necessary to determine the
moments and products of inertia of the rod with respect to the x, y, z
axes. This is done using the formula for the moment of inertia of a
slender rod, and the parallel-axis and parallel-plane
theorems, Eqs. 21–3 and 21–4. Dividing the rod into three parts and
locating the mass center of each segment, Fig. 21–5b, we have

The Aa axis is defined by the unit vector

[0 + 410.221-0.22] = -0.200 kg # m2

Izx = [0 + 0] + [0 + 210.221-0.12] +

Iyz = [0 + 0] + [0 + 0] + [0 + 410.2210.22] = 0.160 kg # m2

Ixy = [0 + 0] + [0 + 0] + [0 + 41-0.2210.22] = -0.160 kg # m2

411-0.222 + 10.2222 D = 0.400 kg # m2

Izz = [0 + 0] + C 1
1212210.222 + 21-0.122 D + C 1

1214210.422 +

+ [0 + 411-0.222 + 10.2222] = 0.453 kg # m2

Iyy = C 1
1212210.222 + 210.122 D + C 1

1212210.222 + 211-0.122 + 10.2222 D
+ C 1

1214210.422 + 4110.222 + 10.2222 D = 0.480 kg # m2

Ixx = C 1
1212210.222 + 210.122 D + [0 + 210.222]

I = 1
12 ml2,

EXAMPLE 21.1

uAa =
rD

rD
=

-0.2i + 0.4j + 0.2k

21-0.222 + 10.422 + 10.222 = -0.408i + 0.816j + 0.408k

Thus,

Substituting these results into Eq. 21–5 yields

Ans.= 0.169 kg # m2

 - 21-0.200210.40821-0.4082
 - 21-0.16021-0.408210.8162 - 210.160210.816210.4082

= 0.4801-0.40822 + 10.453210.81622 + 0.40010.40822
IAa = Ixxux

2 + Iyyuy
2 + Izzuz

2 - 2Ixyuxuy - 2Iyzuyuz - 2Izxuzux

ux = -0.408 uy = 0.816 uz = 0.408

z

x

y
A

B
C

D

2 kg
(0, 0, 0.1)

2 kg
(�0.1, 0, 0.2)

4 kg
(�0.2, 0.2, 0.2)

(b)

Fig. 21–5
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PROBLEMS

*21–4. Determine by direct integration the product of
inertia for the homogeneous prism. The density of the
material is . Express the result in terms of the total mass m
of the prism.

•21–5. Determine by direct integration the product of
inertia for the homogeneous prism. The density of the
material is . Express the result in terms of the total mass m
of the prism.

r

Ixy

r

Iyz

21–3. Determine the moments of inertia and of the
paraboloid of revolution. The mass of the paraboloid is m.

IyIx

•21–1. Show that the sum of the moments of inertia of a
body, , is independent of the orientation of
the x, y, z axes and thus depends only on the location of its
origin.

21–2. Determine the moment of inertia of the cone with
respect to a vertical axis that passes through the cone’s
center of mass.What is the moment of inertia about a parallel
axis that passes through the diameter of the base of the
cone? The cone has a mass m.

y¿

y

Ixx + Iyy + Izz

21–6. Determine the product of inertia for the
homogeneous tetrahedron. The density of the material is .
Express the result in terms of the total mass m of the solid.
Suggestion: Use a triangular element of thickness dz and
then express in terms of the size and mass of the
element using the result of Prob. 21–5.

dIxy

r

Ixy

h

x

y

a

y y¿–

Prob. 21–2

z

x a

r

y

z2 � yr2

—
a

Prob. 21–3

a

x

y

z

a

h

Probs. 21–4/5

z

a

a

a
x

y

Prob. 21–6
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•21–9. The slender rod has a mass per unit length of
. Determine its moments and products of inertia

with respect to the x, y, z axes.
6 kg>m

*21–8. Determine the product of inertia of the
homogeneous triangular block. The material has a density
of . Express the result in terms of the total mass m of the
block.
r

Ixy

21–7. Determine the moments of inertia for the
homogeneous cylinder of mass m about the , , axes.z¿y¿x¿

21–10. Determine the products of inertia , , and 
of the homogeneous solid. The material has a density of

.7.85 Mg>m3

IxzIyzIxy

x¿

x

z¿

z

y¿

y

r

r

Prob. 21–7

a

b

h

z

yx

Prob. 21–8

2 m

2 m

2 m

O

y
x

z

Prob. 21–9

z

yx

100 mm

200 mm

200 mm

200 mm

200 mm

Prob. 21–10
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•21–13. The bent rod has a weight of Locate the
center of gravity G( ) and determine the principal
moments of inertia and of the rod with respect to
the axes.z¿y¿,x¿,

Iz¿Iy¿ ,Ix¿ ,
yx,

1.5 lb>ft.

*21–12. Determine the products of inertia , , and
, of the thin plate. The material has a density per unit

area of .50 kg>m2
Ixz

IyzIxy

21–11. The assembly consists of two thin plates A and B
which have a mass of 3 kg each and a thin plate C which has
a mass of 4.5 kg. Determine the moments of inertia 
and Iz .

IyIx ,

21–14. The assembly consists of a 10-lb slender rod and a
30-lb thin circular disk. Determine its moment of inertia
about the axis.y¿

200 mm

400 mm

400 mm

z

yx

Prob. 21–12

2 ft

1 ft
A

B
x

y

z

y¿

Prob. 21–14

0.3 m
0.3 m

x

y

z

0.4 m

0.4 m
60�

60�
0.2 m

0.2 m

AC

B

Prob. 21–11

x

y

z

x¿

y¿

z¿

1 ft

1 ft

G

A

_
x

_
y

Prob. 21–13
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•21–17. Determine the product of inertia for the bent
rod. The rod has a mass per unit length of .

21–18. Determine the moments of inertia , , for
the bent rod. The rod has a mass per unit length of .2 kg>m

IzzIyyIxx

2 kg>m
Ixy

*21–16. Determine the products of inertia , , and
of the thin plate. The material has a mass per unit area

of .50 kg>m2
Ixz

IyzIxy

21–15. The top consists of a cone having a mass of 0.7 kg
and a hemisphere of mass 0.2 kg. Determine the moment of
inertia when the top is in the position shown.Iz

21–19. Determine the moment of inertia of the rod-and-
thin-ring assembly about the z axis. The rods and ring have
a mass per unit length of .2 kg>m

30 mm

z

y

x

30 mm
100 mm

45�

Prob. 21–15

z

yx

400 mm

400 mm

200 mm

200 mm

200 mm

200 mm

100 mm

Prob. 21–16

z

y

x

400 mm

600 mm

500 mm

Probs. 21–17/18

z

x

y

C

D

B

A

O

500 mm
400 mm

120�

120�
120�

Prob. 21–19
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21.2 Angular Momentum

In this section we will develop the necessary equations used to determine
the angular momentum of a rigid body about an arbitrary point. These
equations will provide a means for developing both the principle of impulse
and momentum and the equations of rotational motion for a rigid body.

Consider the rigid body in Fig. 21–6, which has a mass m and center of
mass at G. The X, Y, Z coordinate system represents an inertial frame of
reference, and hence, its axes are fixed or translate with a constant
velocity.The angular momentum as measured from this reference will be
determined relative to the arbitrary point A. The position vectors and

are drawn from the origin of coordinates to point A and from A to
the ith particle of the body. If the particle’s mass is the angular
momentum about point A is

where represents the particle’s velocity measured from the X, Y, Z
coordinate system. If the body has an angular velocity at the instant
considered, may be related to the velocity of A by applying Eq. 20–7, i.e.,

Thus,

Summing the moments of all the particles of the body requires an
integration. Since we have

(21–6)HA = a
Lm
RA dmb * vA +

Lm
RA * 1V * RA2dm

mi: dm,

= 1RAmi2 * vA + RA * 1V * RA2mi

1HA2i = RA * mi1vA + V * RA2

vi = vA + V * RA

vi

V

vi

1HA2i = RA * mi vi

mi ,
RA

rA

Z

X

Y

G
i

A
rA

vi

Inertial coordinate system

V

RA

vA

Fig. 21–6
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Fixed Point O. If A becomes a fixed point O in the body, Fig. 21–7a,
then and Eq. 21–6 reduces to

(21–7)

Center of Mass G. If A is located at the center of mass G of the
body, Fig. 21–7b, then and

(21–8)

Arbitrary Point A. In general, A can be a point other than O or G,
Fig. 21–7c, in which case Eq. 21–6 may nevertheless be simplified to the
following form (see Prob. 21–21).

(21–9)

Here the angular momentum consists of two parts—the moment of the
linear momentum of the body about point A added (vectorially) to
the angular momentum Equation 21–9 can also be used to
determine the angular momentum of the body about a fixed point O.
The results, of course, will be the same as those found using the more
convenient Eq. 21–7.

Rectangular Components of H. To make practical use of
Eqs. 21–7 through 21–9, the angular momentum must be expressed in
terms of its scalar components. For this purpose, it is convenient to

HG .
mvG

HA = RG>A * mvG + HG

HG =
Lm
RG * 1V * RG2 dm

1mRA dm = 0

HO =
Lm
RO * 1V * RO2 dm

vA = 0

Z

X

Y

z

x

y

O

i

RO

Fixed Point

(a)

Z

X

Y

z

x
yi

RG

G

Center of Mass

(b)

Z

X

Y

Arbitrary Point

z

x

y

G

RG/A

A

mvG

HG

(c)

Fig. 21–7
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choose a second set of x, y, z axes having an arbitrary orientation
relative to the X, Y, Z axes, Fig. 21–7, and for a general formulation,
note that Eqs. 21–7 and 21–8 are both of the form

Expressing H, and in terms of x, y, z components, we have

Expanding the cross products and combining terms yields

Equating the respective i, j, k components and recognizing that the
integrals represent the moments and products of inertia, we obtain

(21–10)

These equations can be simplified further if the x, y, z coordinate axes
are oriented such that they become principal axes of inertia for the body
at the point. When these axes are used, the products of inertia

and if the principal moments of inertia about the x,
y, z axes are represented as and the three
components of angular momentum become

(21–11)Hx = Ixvx Hy = Iyvy Hz = Izvz

Iz = Izz ,Iy = Iyy ,Ix = Ixx ,
Ixy = Iyz = Izx = 0,

Hx = Ixxvx - Ixyvy - Ixzvz

Hy = - Iyxvx + Iyyvy - Iyzvz

Hz = -Izxvx - Izyvy + Izzvz

+ c -vx
Lm

zx dm - vy
Lm

yz dm + vz
Lm
1x2 + y22dm dk

+ c -vx
Lm

xy dm + vy
Lm
1x2 + z22dm - vz

Lm
yz dm dj

z22dm - vy
Lm

xy dm - vz
Lm

xz dmd iHx i + Hy j + Hz k = cvx
Lm
1y2 +

* 1xi + yj + zk2]dm

Hx i + Hy j + Hz k =
Lm
1xi + yj + zk2 * [1vx i + vy j + vz k2

VR,

H =
Lm
R * 1V * R2dm
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Principle of Impulse and Momentum. Now that the
formulation of the angular momentum for a body has been developed,
the principle of impulse and momentum, as discussed in Sec. 19.2, can be
used to solve kinetic problems which involve force, velocity, and time. For
this case, the following two vector equations are available:

(21–12)

(21–13)

In three dimensions each vector term can be represented by three scalar
components, and therefore a total of six scalar equations can be written.
Three equations relate the linear impulse and momentum in the x, y, z
directions, and the other three equations relate the body’s angular
impulse and momentum about the x, y, z axes. Before applying Eqs. 21–12
and 21–13 to the solution of problems, the material in Secs. 19.2 and 19.3
should be reviewed.

21.3 Kinetic Energy

In order to apply the principle of work and energy to solve problems
involving general rigid body motion, it is first necessary to formulate
expressions for the kinetic energy of the body. To do this, consider the
rigid body shown in Fig. 21–8, which has a mass m and center of mass at
G. The kinetic energy of the ith particle of the body having a mass 
and velocity measured relative to the inertial X, Y, Z frame of
reference, is

Provided the velocity of an arbitrary point A in the body is known, can
be related to by the equation where is the
angular velocity of the body, measured from the X, Y, Z coordinate
system, and is a position vector extending from A to i. Using this
expression, the kinetic energy for the particle can be written as

The kinetic energy for the entire body is obtained by summing the
kinetic energies of all the particles of the body. This requires an
integration. Since we get

1
2
Lm
1V * RA2 # 1V * RA2dmT = 1

2 m1vA
# vA2 + vA

# aV *
Lm
RA dmb +

mi: dm,

= 1
21vA

# vA2mi + vA
# 1V * RA2mi + 1

21V * RA2 # 1V * RA2mi

Ti = 1
2 mi1vA + V * RA2 # 1vA + V * RA2

RA

Vvi = vA + V * RA ,vA

vi

Ti = 1
2 mivi

2 = 1
2 mi1vi

# vi2
vi ,

mi

1HO21 + ©
L

t2

t1

MO dt = 1HO22

m1vG21 + ©
L

t2

t1

F dt = m1vG22

The motion of the astronaut is
controlled by use of small directional jets
attached to his or her space suit. The
impulses these jets provide must be
carefully specified in order to prevent
tumbling and loss of orientation.

Z

X

Y
Inertial coordinate system

G

i

A

vi

RA

rA

V

vA

Fig. 21–8
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The last term on the right can be rewritten using the vector identity
where and The

final result is

(21–14)

This equation is rarely used because of the computations involving the
integrals. Simplification occurs, however, if the reference point A is
either a fixed point or the center of mass.

Fixed Point O. If A is a fixed point O in the body, Fig. 21–7a, then
and using Eq. 21–7, we can express Eq. 21–14 as

If the x, y, z axes represent the principal axes of inertia for the body, then
and Substituting

into the above equation and performing the dot-product operations yields

(21–15)

Center of Mass G. If A is located at the center of mass G of the
body, Fig. 21–7b, then and, using Eq. 21–8, we can write
Eq. 21–14 as

In a manner similar to that for a fixed point, the last term on the right
side may be represented in scalar form, in which case

(21–16)

Here it is seen that the kinetic energy consists of two parts; namely, the
translational kinetic energy of the mass center, and the body’s
rotational kinetic energy.

Principle of Work and Energy. Having formulated the kinetic
energy for a body, the principle of work and energy can be applied to
solve kinetics problems which involve force, velocity, and displacement.
For this case only one scalar equation can be written for each body,
namely,

(21–17)

Before applying this equation, the material in Chapter 18 should be
reviewed.

T1 + ©U1–2 = T2

1
2 mvG

2 ,

T = 1
2 mvG

2 + 1
2 Ixvx

2 + 1
2 Iyvy

2 + 1
2 Izvz

2

T = 1
2 mvG

2 + 1
2V

# HG

1RA dm = 0

T = 1
2 Ixvx

2 + 1
2 Iyvy

2 + 1
2 Izvz

2

HO = Ixvx i + Iyvy j + Izvz k.V = vx i + vy j + vz k

T = 1
2V

# HO

vA = 0,

+ 1
2V

#
Lm
RA * 1V * RA2dm

T = 1
2 m1vA

# vA2 + vA
# AV *

Lm
RA dm B

c = V * RA .b = RA ,a = V,a * b # c = a # b * c,



594 CH A P T E R 21 TH R E E-DI M E N S I O N A L K I N E T I C S O F A RI G I D BO D Y

21

The rod in Fig. 21–9a has a weight per unit length of 
Determine its angular velocity just after the end A falls onto the hook
at E. The hook provides a permanent connection for the rod due to
the spring-lock mechanism S. Just before striking the hook the rod is
falling downward with a speed 

SOLUTION
The principle of impulse and momentum will be used since impact
occurs.
Impulse and Momentum Diagrams. Fig. 21–9b. During the short
time the impulsive force F acting at A changes the momentum of
the rod. (The impulse created by the rod’s weight W during this time
is small compared to so that it can be neglected, i.e., the weight
is a nonimpulsive force.) Hence, the angular momentum of the rod is
conserved about point A since the moment of about A is zero.
Conservation of Angular Momentum. Equation 21–9 must be
used to find the angular momentum of the rod, since A does not
become a fixed point until after the impulsive interaction with the
hook. Thus, with reference to Fig. 21–9b, or

(1)

From Fig. 21–9a, Furthermore, the
primed axes are principal axes of inertia for the rod because

Hence, from Eqs. 21–11,
The principal moments of inertia are 

(see Prob.
21–13). Substituting into Eq. 1, we have

Expanding and equating the respective i, j, k components yields

(2)

(3)

(4)
Kinematics. There are four unknowns in the above equations;
however, another equation may be obtained by relating to 
using kinematics. Since (Eq. 4) and after impact the rod rotates
about the fixed point A, Eq. 20–3 can be applied, in which case

or

(5)
Solving Eqs. 2, 3 and 5 simultaneously yields

Ans.1vG22 = 5-8.41k6 ft>s V = 5-4.09i - 9.55j6 rad>s
-1vG22 = 0.5vx + 0.667vy

-1vG22 k = 1vx i + vy j2 * 1-0.667i + 0.5j2
1vG22 = V * rG>A ,

vz = 0
1vG22V

 0 = 0.0427vz

-0.932 = -0.09321vG22 + 0.0155vy

-0.699 = -0.06991vG22 + 0.0272vx

+ 0.0272vx i + 0.0155vy j + 0.0427vz k

0.5j2* ca 4.5
32.2
b1-vG22 kd1-0.667i + 0.5j2* ca 4.5

32.2
b1-10k2d = 1-0.667i +

Iz¿ = 0.0427 slug # ft20.0155 slug # ft2,Iy¿ =0.0272 slug # ft2,
Ix¿ =Iy¿vy j + Iz¿vz k.

1HG22 = Ix¿vx i +Ix¿z¿ = Iz¿y¿ = 0.
Ix¿y¿ =

rG>A = 5-0.667i + 0.5j6 ft.

rG>A * m1vG21 = rG>A * m1vG22 + 1HG22
1HA21 = 1HA22 ,

1F dt

1F dt,

¢t,

1vG21 = 10 ft>s.

1.5 lb>ft.
EXAMPLE 21.2

z
z¿

1 ft

y

y¿
0.333 ft

0.667 ft
G

x
x¿

0.5 ft

A

(a)

S

E

(b)

�

�

G

A

m(vG)2

rG/A

(HG)2

G

A

W�t � 0

�Fdt

G

m(vG)1

rG/A

A

Fig. 21–9



21.3 KINETIC ENERGY 595

21

EXAMPLE 21.3

A torque is applied to the vertical shaft CD shown in 
Fig. 21–10a, which allows the 10-kg gear A to turn freely about CE.
Assuming that gear A starts from rest, determine the angular
velocity of CD after it has turned two revolutions. Neglect the mass
of shaft CD and axle CE and assume that gear A can be
approximated by a thin disk. Gear B is fixed.

SOLUTION
The principle of work and energy may be used for the solution. Why?

Work. If shaft CD, the axle CE, and gear A are considered as a system
of connected bodies, only the applied torque M does work. For two
revolutions of CD, this work is 

Kinetic Energy. Since the gear is initially at rest, its initial kinetic
energy is zero.A kinematic diagram for the gear is shown in Fig. 21–10b.
If the angular velocity of CD is taken as then the angular velocity
of gear A is The gear may be imagined as a portion
of a massless extended body which is rotating about the fixed point C.
The instantaneous axis of rotation for this body is along line CH,
because both points C and H on the body (gear) have zero velocity and
must therefore lie on this axis. This requires that the components 
and be related by the equation or

Thus,

(1)

The x, y, z axes in Fig. 21–10a represent principal axes of inertia at C
for the gear. Since point C is a fixed point of rotation, Eq. 21–15 may
be applied to determine the kinetic energy, i.e.,

(2)

Using the parallel-axis theorem, the moments of inertia of the gear
about point C are as follows:

Since Eq. 2 becomes

Principle of Work and Energy. Applying the principle of work and
energy, we obtain

Ans.vCD = 9.56 rad>s
 0 + 62.83 = 0.6875vCD

2

T1 + ©U1-2 = T2

TA = 1
210.0521-3vCD22 + 0 + 1

210.92521vCD22 = 0.6875vCD
2

vz = vCD ,vy = 0,vx = -3vCD ,

Iy = Iz = 1
4110 kg210.1 m22 + 10 kg10.3 m22 = 0.925 kg # m2

Ix = 1
2110 kg210.1 m22 = 0.05 kg # m2

T = 1
2 Ixvx

2 + 1
2 Iyvy

2 + 1
2 Izvz

2

VA = -vCE i + vCD k = -3vCD i + vCD k

vCE = 3vCD .
vCD>0.1 m = vCE>0.3 mVCE

VCD

VA = VCD + VCE .
VCD ,

©U1-2 = 15 N # m214p rad2 = 62.83 J.

5-N # m

M � 5 N � m

D

(a)

y
x

B
0.1 m

z

0.3 m

A
C

E

(b)

E
A

H
D

C

z

x
0.1 m

0.3 m

VCD VA

VCE

Instantaneous
axis of rotation

Fig. 21–10
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PROBLEMS

•21–21. Show that if the angular momentum of a body is
determined with respect to an arbitrary point A, then 
can be expressed by Eq. 21–9. This requires substituting

into Eq. 21–6 and expanding, noting 
that by definition of the mass center and

.vG = vA + V : RG>A
1RG dm = 0

RA = RG + RG>A

HA

*21–20. If a body contains no planes of symmetry, the
principal moments of inertia can be determined
mathematically. To show how this is done, consider the rigid
body which is spinning with an angular velocity , directed
along one of its principal axes of inertia. If the principal
moment of inertia about this axis is I, the angular momentum
can be expressed as . The
components of H may also be expressed by Eqs. 21–10,
where the inertia tensor is assumed to be known. Equate the
i, j, and k components of both expressions for H and consider

, , and to be unknown. The solution of these three
equations is obtained provided the determinant of the
coefficients is zero. Show that this determinant, when
expanded, yields the cubic equation

The three positive roots of I, obtained from the solution of
this equation, represent the principal moments of inertia

, , and .IzIyIx

- IyyI2
zx - IzzI

2
xy) = 0

- (IxxIyyIzz - 2IxyIyzIzx - IxxI2
yz

+ (IxxIyy + IyyIzz + IzzIxx - I2
xy - I2

yz - I2
zx)I

I3 - (Ixx + Iyy + Izz)I2

vzvyvx

H = IV = Ivx i + Ivyj + Ivz k

V

21–22. The 4-lb rod AB is attached to the disk and collar
using ball-and-socket joints. If the disk has a constant
angular velocity of determine the kinetic energy of
the rod when it is in the position shown.Assume the angular
velocity of the rod is directed perpendicular to the axis of
the rod.

21–23. Determine the angular momentum of rod AB in
Prob. 21–22 about its mass center at the instant shown.
Assume the angular velocity of the rod is directed
perpendicular to the axis of the rod.

2 rad>s,

RA

RG

RG/A

G P

A
y

Y

Z
z

x

X

Prob. 21–21

A

B

y

z

x

3 ft

1 ft

2 rad/s

Probs. 21–22/23

y

V

z

x

O

Prob. 21–20
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21–27. The space capsule has a mass of 5 Mg and the
radii of gyration are and .
If it travels with a velocity ,
compute its angular velocity just after it is struck by a
meteoroid having a mass of 0.80 kg and a velocity

. Assume that the
meteoroid embeds itself into the capsule at point A and
that the capsule initially has no angular velocity.

vm = 5-300i + 200j - 150k6 m>s

vG = 5400j + 200k6 m>s
ky = 0.45 mkx = kz = 1.30 m

•21–25. The 5-kg disk is connected to the 3-kg slender
rod. If the assembly is attached to a ball-and-socket joint at
A and the couple moment is applied, determine the
angular velocity of the rod about the z axis after the
assembly has made two revolutions about the z axis starting
from rest. The disk rolls without slipping.

21–26. The 5-kg disk is connected to the 3-kg slender rod.
If the assembly is attached to a ball-and-socket joint at A
and the couple moment gives it an angular velocity
about the z axis of , determine the magnitude
of the angular momentum of the assembly about A.

vz = 2 rad>s
5-N # m

5-N # m

*21–24. The uniform thin plate has a mass of 15 kg. Just
before its corner A strikes the hook, it is falling with a
velocity of with no rotational motion.
Determine its angular velocity immediately after corner A
strikes the hook without rebounding.

vG = 5-5k6 m>s

*21–28. Each of the two disks has a weight of 10 lb. The
axle AB weighs 3 lb. If the assembly rotates about the z axis
at , determine its angular momentum about
the z axis and its kinetic energy. The disks roll without
slipping.

vz = 6 rad>s

y

z

x

G
A

200 mm

200 mm
300 mm

300 mm

vG

Prob. 21–24

0.2 m
M � 5 N � m 1.5 m

z

x

y

B

A

Probs. 21–25/26

G

z

A (0.8 m, 3.2 m, 0.9 m)

x y

vm

vG

Prob. 21–27

y

z

x vz � 6 rad/s

2 ft

2 ft

1 ft

A

1 ft

B

Prob. 21–28
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21–31. The 200-kg satellite has its center of mass at point
G. Its radii of gyration about the , , axes are

, respectively. At the
instant shown, the satellite rotates about the , and 
axes with the angular velocity shown, and its center of mass
G has a velocity of .
Determine the angular momentum of the satellite about
point A at this instant.

*21–32. The 200-kg satellite has its center of mass at point G.
Its radii of gyration about the , , axes are 

, respectively. At the instant shown, the
satellite rotates about the , , and axes with the angular
velocity shown, and its center of mass G has a velocity of

. Determine the kinetic
energy of the satellite at this instant.
vG = 5—250i + 200j +  120k6 m>s

z¿y¿x¿
kx¿ = ky¿ = 500 mm

kz¿ = 300 mm,y¿x¿z¿

vG = 5—250i + 200j +  120k6 m>s
z¿y¿x¿,

kx¿ = ky¿ = 500 mmkz¿ = 300 mm,
y¿x¿z¿

•21–29. The 10-kg circular disk spins about its axle with a
constant angular velocity of . Simultaneously,
arm OB and shaft OA rotate about their axes with constant
angular velocities of and , respectively.
Determine the angular momentum of the disk about point O,
and its kinetic energy.

21–30. The 10-kg circular disk spins about its axle with a
constant angular velocity of . Simultaneously,
arm OB and shaft OA rotate about their axes with constant
angular velocities of and ,
respectively. Determine the angular momentum of the disk
about point O, and its kinetic energy.

v3 = 6 rad>sv2 = 10 rad>s
v1 = 15 rad>s

v3 = 6 rad>sv2 = 0

v1 = 15 rad>s

21–35. A thin plate, having a mass of 4 kg, is suspended
from one of its corners by a ball-and-socket joint O. If a
stone strikes the plate perpendicular to its surface at an
adjacent corner A with an impulse of 
determine the instantaneous axis of rotation for the plate
and the impulse created at O.

Is = 5-60i6 N # s,

B

O

A
150 mm

600 mm

x

y

z

V1

V2V3

Probs. 21–29/30

x¿

x

y¿

y

G

A

800 mm

Vx¿ � 600 rad/s

Vz¿ � 1250 rad/s

Vy¿ � 300 rad/s

z, z¿

vG

Probs. 21–31/32

z

y

0.5 ft

0.75 ft

0.25 ft

v

0.5 ft

x

0.25 ft

O

A

Probs. 21–33/34

z

x

O

A
y

200 mm

200 mm

Is � {�60i} N�s

Prob. 21–35

•21–33. The 25-lb thin plate is suspended from a ball-and-
socket joint at O. A 0.2-lb projectile is fired with a velocity
of into the plate and
becomes embedded in the plate at point A. Determine the
angular velocity of the plate just after impact and the axis
about which it begins to rotate. Neglect the mass of the
projectile after it embeds into the plate.

21–34. Solve Prob. 21–33 if the projectile emerges from
the plate with a velocity of in the same direction.275 ft>s

v = 5-300i - 250j + 300k6 ft>s
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21–38. The satellite has a mass of 200 kg and radii of
gyration of and . When it
is not rotating, the two small jets A and B are ignited
simultaneously, and each jet provides an impulse of

on the satellite. Determine the satellite’s
angular velocity immediately after the ignition.
I = 1000 N # s

kz = 250 mmkx = ky = 400 mm

•21–37. The plate has a mass of 10 kg and is suspended
from parallel cords. If the plate has an angular velocity of

about the z axis at the instant shown, determine
how high the center of the plate rises at the instant the plate
momentarily stops swinging.

1.5 rad>s

*21–36. The 15-lb plate is subjected to a force 
which is always directed perpendicular to the face of the
plate. If the plate is originally at rest, determine its angular
velocity after it has rotated one revolution (360°). The plate
is supported by ball-and-socket joints at A and B.

F = 8 lb

21–39. The bent rod has a mass per unit length of ,
and its moments and products of inertia have been
calculated in Prob. 21–9. If shaft AB rotates with a constant
angular velocity of , determine the angular
momentum of the rod about point O, and the kinetic energy
of the rod.

vz = 6 rad>s

6 kg>m

1.2 ft

y
x

0.4 ft

F � 8 lb

z

B

A

Prob. 21–36

z

y

x

120�

120�
120�

1.5 rad/s

250 mm

Prob. 21–37

y

x

z

400 mm

500 mm

500 mm

500 mm

A
B

G

I

�I

Prob. 21–38

y
x

2 m

2 m

2 m

z

O

B

AVz

Prob. 21–39
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*21.4 Equations of Motion

Having become familiar with the techniques used to describe both the
inertial properties and the angular momentum of a body, we can now
write the equations which describe the motion of the body in their most
useful forms.

Equations of Translational Motion. The translational motion
of a body is defined in terms of the acceleration of the body’s mass
center, which is measured from an inertial X, Y, Z reference. The
equation of translational motion for the body can be written in vector
form as

(21–18)

or by the three scalar equations

(21–19)

Here, represents the sum of all the
external forces acting on the body.

Equations of Rotational Motion. In Sec. 15.6, we developed
Eq. 15–17, namely,

(21–20)

which states that the sum of the moments of all the external forces acting
on a system of particles (contained in a rigid body) about a fixed point O
is equal to the time rate of change of the total angular momentum of the
body about point O. When moments of the external forces acting on the
particles are summed about the system’s mass center G, one again
obtains the same simple form of Eq. 21–20, relating the moment
summation to the angular momentum To show this, consider
the system of particles in Fig. 21–11, where X, Y, Z represents an inertial
frame of reference and the x, y, z axes, with origin at G, translate with
respect to this frame. In general, G is accelerating, so by definition the
translating frame is not an inertial reference. The angular momentum of
the ith particle with respect to this frame is, however,

where and represent the position and velocity of the ith particle
with respect to G. Taking the time derivative we have

1H# i2G = r
#
i>G * mi vi>G + ri>G * miv

#
i>G

vi>Gri>G

1Hi2G = ri>G * mi vi>G

HG .©MG

©MO = H
#

O

©F = ©Fx i + ©Fy j + ©Fz k

©Fx = m1aG2x
©Fy = m1aG2y
©Fz = m1aG2z

©F = maG

Z

Y

y

z

rG

X

x
ri

ri/G i

Inertial coordinate system

G

O

Fig. 21–11
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By definition, Thus, the first term on the right side is zero
since the cross product of the same vectors is zero.Also, so that

Similar expressions can be written for the other particles of the body.
When the results are summed, we get

Here is the time rate of change of the total angular momentum of the
body computed about point G.

The relative acceleration for the ith particle is defined by the equation
where and represent, respectively, the accelerations

of the ith particle and point G measured with respect to the inertial
frame of reference. Substituting and expanding, using the distributive
property of the vector cross product, yields

By definition of the mass center, the sum is equal
to zero, since the position vector relative to G is zero. Hence, the last
term in the above equation is zero. Using the equation of motion, the
product can be replaced by the resultant external force acting on
the ith particle. Denoting the final result can be
written as

(21–21)

The rotational equation of motion for the body will now be developed
from either Eq. 21–20 or 21–21. In this regard, the scalar components of
the angular momentum or are defined by Eqs. 21–10 or, if
principal axes of inertia are used either at point O or G, by Eqs. 21–11. If
these components are computed about x, y, z axes that are rotating with
an angular velocity that is different from the body’s angular velocity

then the time derivative as used in Eqs. 21–20 and 21–21,
must account for the rotation of the x, y, z axes as measured from the
inertial X, Y, Z axes. This requires application of Eq. 20–6, in which case
Eqs. 21–20 and 21–21 become

(21–22)

Here is the time rate of change of H measured from the x, y, z
reference.

There are three ways in which one can define the motion of the x, y, z
axes. Obviously, motion of this reference should be chosen so that it will
yield the simplest set of moment equations for the solution of a
particular problem.

1H# 2xyz

©MG = 1H# G2xyz + æ * HG

©MO = 1H# O2xyz + æ * HO

H
#

= dH>dt,V,
æ

HGHO

©MG = H
#

G

©MG = ©1ri>G * Fi2,
Fimi ai

r
1©mi ri>G2 = 1©mi2r

H
#

G = ©1ri>G * mi ai2 - 1©mi ri>G2 * aG

aGaiai>G = ai - aG ,

H
#

G

H
#

G = ©1ri>G * mi ai>G2

1H# i2G = 1ri>G * mi ai>G2
ai>G = v

#
i>G ,

vi>G = r
#
i>G .
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x, y, z Axes Having Motion If the body has general
motion, the x, y, z axes can be chosen with origin at G, such that the axes
only translate relative to the inertial X, Y, Z frame of reference. Doing
this simplifies Eq. 21–22, since However, the body may have a
rotation about these axes, and therefore the moments and products of
inertia of the body would have to be expressed as functions of time. In
most cases this would be a difficult task, so that such a choice of axes has
restricted application.

x, y, z Axes Having Motion The x, y, z axes can be
chosen such that they are fixed in and move with the body. The moments
and products of inertia of the body relative to these axes will then be
constant during the motion. Since Eqs. 21–22 become

(21–23)

We can express each of these vector equations as three scalar equations
using Eqs. 21–10. Neglecting the subscripts O and G yields

(21–24)

If the x, y, z axes are chosen as principal axes of inertia, the products of
inertia are zero, etc., and the above equations become

(21–25)

This set of equations is known historically as the Euler equations of
motion, named after the Swiss mathematician Leonhard Euler, who first
developed them. They apply only for moments summed about either
point O or G.

©Mx = Ixv
#

x - 1Iy - Iz2vyvz

©My = Iyv
#

y - 1Iz - Ix2vzvx

©Mz = Izv
#

z - 1Ix - Iy2vxvy

Ixx = Ix ,

- Ixy1vx
2 - vy

22 - Iyz1v# y + vzvx2
©Mz = Izzv

#
z - 1Ixx - Iyy2vxvy - Izx1v# x - vyvz2

- Izx1vz
2 - vx

22 - Ixy1v# x + vyvz2
©My = Iyyv

#
y - 1Izz - Ixx2vzvx - Iyz1v# z - vxvy2

- Iyz1vy
2 - vz

22 - Izx1v# z + vxvy2
©Mx = Ixxv

#
x - 1Iyy - Izz2vyvz - Ixy1v# y - vzvx2

©MG = 1H# G2xyz + V * HG

©MO = 1H# O2xyz + V * HO

æ = V,

æ = V.

V

æ = 0.

æ = 0.
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When applying these equations it should be realized that 
represent the time derivatives of the magnitudes of the x, y, z
components of as observed from x, y, z. To determine these
components, it is first necessary to find when the x, y, z axes
are oriented in a general position and then take the time derivative of the
magnitude of these components, i.e., However, since the x, y, z
axes are rotating at then from Eq. 20–6, it should be noted that

Since then This
important result indicates that the time derivative of with respect
to the fixed X,Y,Z axes, that is can also be used to obtain 

Generally this is the easiest way to determine the result. See
Example 21.5.

x, y, z Axes Having Motion To simplify the
calculations for the time derivative of it is often convenient to choose
the x, y, z axes having an angular velocity which is different from the
angular velocity of the body. This is particularly suitable for the
analysis of spinning tops and gyroscopes which are symmetrical about
their spinning axes.*  When this is the case, the moments and products of
inertia remain constant about the axis of spin.

Equations 21–22 are applicable for such a set of axes. Each of these
two vector equations can be reduced to a set of three scalar equations
which are derived in a manner similar to Eqs. 21–25,†  i.e.,

(21–26)

Here represent the x, y, z components of measured from
the inertial frame of reference, and must be determined
relative to the x, y, z axes that have the rotation See Example 21.6.

Any one of these sets of moment equations, Eqs. 21–24, 21–25, or
21–26, represents a series of three first-order nonlinear differential
equations. These equations are “coupled,” since the angular-velocity
components are present in all the terms. Success in determining the
solution for a particular problem therefore depends upon what is
unknown in these equations. Difficulty certainly arises when one
attempts to solve for the unknown components of when the external
moments are functions of time. Further complications can arise if the
moment equations are coupled to the three scalar equations of
translational motion, Eqs. 21–19. This can happen because of the
existence of kinematic constraints which relate the rotation of the body
to the translation of its mass center, as in the case of a hoop which rolls

V

æ.
v
#

zv
#

y ,v
#

x ,
æ,ÆzÆy ,Æx ,

©Mx = Ixv
#
x - IyÆzvy + IzÆyvz

©My = Iyv
#

y - IzÆxvz + IxÆzvx

©Mz = Izv
#

z - IxÆyvx + IyÆxvy

V

æ
V,

æ � V.

1V# 2xyz .
V
#
,

V

V
# = 1V# 2xyz .V * V = 0,V

# = 1V# 2xyz + V * V.
æ = V,

1V# 2xyz .

vzvy ,vx ,
V

v
#

zv
#

y ,v
#

x ,

*A detailed discussion of such devices is given in Sec. 21.5.
†See Prob. 21–42.
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without slipping. Problems that require the simultaneous solution of
differential equations are generally solved using numerical methods with
the aid of a computer. In many engineering problems, however, we are
given information about the motion of the body and are required to
determine the applied moments acting on the body. Most of these
problems have direct solutions, so that there is no need to resort to
computer techniques.

Procedure for Analysis

Problems involving the three-dimensional motion of a rigid body
can be solved using the following procedure.

Free-Body Diagram.
● Draw a free-body diagram of the body at the instant considered

and specify the x, y, z coordinate system. The origin of this
reference must be located either at the body’s mass center G, or
at point O, considered fixed in an inertial reference frame and
located either in the body or on a massless extension of the body.

● Unknown reactive force components can be shown having a
positive sense of direction.

● Depending on the nature of the problem, decide what type of
rotational motion the x, y, z coordinate system should have,
i.e., or When choosing, keep in mind
that the moment equations are simplified when the axes move in
such a manner that they represent principal axes of inertia for the
body at all times.

● Compute the necessary moments and products of inertia for the
body relative to the x, y, z axes.

Kinematics.
● Determine the x, y, z components of the body’s angular velocity

and find the time derivatives of 

● Note that if , then Therefore we can either
find the time derivative of with respect to the X, Y, Z axes,
and then determine its components or we can find the
components of along the x, y, z axes, when the axes are
oriented in a general position, and then take the time derivative
of the magnitudes of these components,

Equations of Motion.
● Apply either the two vector equations 21–18 and 21–22 or the six

scalar component equations appropriate for the x, y, z coordinate
axes chosen for the problem.

1V# 2xyz .

V

v
#

z ,v
#

y ,v
#

x ,
V
#
,V

V
# = 1V# 2xyz.æ = V
V.

æ Z V.æ = V,æ = 0,
æ
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EXAMPLE 21.4

The gear shown in Fig. 21–12a has a mass of 10 kg and is mounted at
an angle of 10° with the rotating shaft having negligible mass. If

and the shaft is rotating with a
constant angular velocity of determine the components
of reaction that the thrust bearing A and journal bearing B exert on the
shaft at the instant shown.

SOLUTION
Free-Body Diagram. Fig. 21–12b. The origin of the x, y, z
coordinate system is located at the gear’s center of mass G, which is
also a fixed point. The axes are fixed in and rotate with the gear so
that these axes will then always represent the principal axes of inertia
for the gear. Hence 
Kinematics. As shown in Fig. 21–12c, the angular velocity of the
gear is constant in magnitude and is always directed along the axis of
the shaft AB. Since this vector is measured from the X, Y, Z inertial
frame of reference, for any position of the x, y, z axes,

These components remain constant for any general orientation of
the x, y, z axes, and so Also note that since 
then . Therefore, we can find these time derivatives
relative to the X, Y, Z axes. In this regard has a constant magnitude
and direction since and so 
Furthermore, since G is a fixed point,

Equations of Motion. Applying Eqs. 21–25 yields

(1)

(2)

(check)

Applying Eqs. 21–19, we have
(3)

(4)

Ans.

Solving Eqs. 1 through Eqs. 4 simultaneously gives
Ans.AX = BX = 0 AY = 71.6 N BY = 26.5 N

AZ = 0©FZ = m1aG2Z ;

AY + BY - 98.1 = 0©FY = m1aG2Y ;

AX + BX = 0©FX = m1aG2X ;

AX = 1.25BX

AX10.22 sin 10° - BX10.252 sin 10° = 0 - 0

©Mz = Izv
#

z - 1Ix - Iy2vxvy

AX = 1.25BX

AX10.22 cos 10° - BX10.252 cos 10° = 0 - 0

©My = Iyv
#

y - 1Iz - Ix2vzvx

-0.2AY + 0.25BY = -7.70

-1AY210.22 + 1BY210.252 = 0 - 10.05 - 0.121-30 sin 10°2130 cos 10°2
©Mx = Ixv

#
x - 1Iy - Iz2vyvz

1æ = V2
1aG2x = 1aG2y = 1aG2z = 0.

v
#

x = v# y = v# z = 0.V
# = 0,1+Z2

V

V
# = 1V# 2xyz

æ = V,v
#

x = v# y = v# z = 0.

vx = 0 vy = -30 sin 10° vz = 30 cos 10°

V

æ = V.

v = 30 rad>s,
Ix = Iy = 0.05 kg # m2,Iz = 0.1 kg # m2,

0.2 m

0.25 m

Z

Y

X, x

y
z

A

B

(a)

10�10�

G

v � 30 rad/s

10�

0.2 m

0.25 m
x

y

z

A

B

(b)

98.1 N
BX

AX

AY

BY

10�

G

AZ

x

y

z

A

B

G

(c)

10�

V

10�

Fig. 21–12
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The airplane shown in Fig. 21–13a is in the process of making a
steady horizontal turn at the rate of During this motion, the
propeller is spinning at the rate of If the propeller has two
blades, determine the moments which the propeller shaft exerts on
the propeller at the instant the blades are in the vertical position.
For simplicity, assume the blades to be a uniform slender bar having
a moment of inertia I about an axis perpendicular to the blades
passing through the center of the bar, and having zero moment of
inertia about a longitudinal axis.

vs .
vp .

EXAMPLE 21.5

Vs

Vp

(a)

x

y

z

G

FR

MR

(b)

 Z, z¿, z

X, x¿, x

 Y, y¿, y(c)

Vs

Vp

Fig. 21–13

SOLUTION
Free-Body Diagram. Fig. 21–13b. The reactions of the connecting
shaft on the propeller are indicated by the resultants and (The
propeller’s weight is assumed to be negligible.) The x, y, z axes will be
taken fixed to the propeller, since these axes always represent the
principal axes of inertia for the propeller. Thus, The moments
of inertia and are equal and 

Kinematics. The angular velocity of the propeller observed from
the X, Y, Z axes, coincident with the x, y, z axes, Fig. 21–13c, is

so that the x, y, z components of are

Since then To find , which is the time
derivative with respect to the fixed X, Y, Z axes, we can use Eq. 20–6
since changes direction relative to X, Y, Z. The time rate of change of
each of these components relative to the X,Y, Z axes can
be obtained by introducing a third coordinate system which
has an angular velocity and is coincident with the X,Y, Z axes
at the instant shown.Thus

æ¿ = Vp

z¿,y¿,x¿,
V
# = V# s + V# p

V

V
#

V
# = 1V# 2xyz .æ = V,

vx = vs vy = 0 vz = vp

VV = Vs + Vp = vs i + vp k,

Iz = 0.1Ix = Iy = I2IyIx

æ = V.

MR .FR
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Since the X, Y, Z axes are coincident with the x, y, z axes at the instant
shown, the components of along x, y, z are therefore

These same results can also be determined by direct calculation of
however, this will involve a bit more work.To do this, it will be

necessary to view the propeller (or the x, y, z axes) in some general
position such as shown in Fig. 21–13d. Here the plane has turned
through an angle (phi) and the propeller has turned through an
angle (psi) relative to the plane. Notice that is always directed
along the fixed Z axis and follows the x axis. Thus the general
components of are

Since and are constant, the time derivatives of these components
become

But and at the instant considered. Thus,

which are the same results as those obtained previously.

Equations of Motion. Using Eqs. 21–25, we have

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.Mz = 0

©Mz = Izv
#

z - 1Ix - Iy2vxvy = 0102 - 1I - I2vs102
My = 2Ivpvs

©My = Iyv
#

y - 1Iz - Ix2vzvx = I1vpvs2 - 10 - I2vpvs

Mx = 0

©Mx = Ixv
#

x - 1Iy - Iz2vyvz = I102 - 1I - 02102vp

v
#

x = 0 v
#

y = vpvs v
#

z = 0

vx = vs vy = 0 vz = vp

c
#

= vsf = c = 0°

v
#

x = 0 v
#

y = vp cos c c
#

vz = -vp sin c c
#

vpvs

vx = vs vy = vp sin c vz = vp cos c

V

Vs

Vpc

f

1V# 2xyz ;

v
#

x = 0 v
#

y = vpvs v
#

z = 0

V
#

= 0 + 0 + vp k * vs i + 0 = vpvs j

= 0 + 0 + Vp * Vs + Vp * Vp

= 1V# s2x¿y¿z¿ + 1V# p2x¿y¿z¿ + Vp * 1Vs + Vp2
V
# = 1V# 2x¿y¿z¿ + Vp * V

X

Y

Z

x

y

z

(d)

Vs

Vp

c

f
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The 10-kg flywheel (or thin disk) shown in Fig. 21–14a rotates (spins)
about the shaft at a constant angular velocity of At the
same time, the shaft rotates (precessing) about the bearing at A with
an angular velocity of If A is a thrust bearing and B is a
journal bearing, determine the components of force reaction at each
of these supports due to the motion.

SOLUTION I
Free-Body Diagram. Fig. 21–14b. The origin of the x, y, z coordinate
system is located at the center of mass G of the flywheel. Here we will let
these coordinates have an angular velocity of 
Although the wheel spins relative to these axes, the moments of inertia
remain constant,*  i.e.,

Kinematics. From the coincident inertial X, Y, Z frame of
reference, Fig. 21–14c, the flywheel has an angular velocity of

so that

The time derivative of must be determined relative to the x, y, z
axes. In this case both and do not change their magnitude or
direction, and so

Equations of Motion. Applying Eqs. 21–26 yields

Ax10.52 - Bx10.52 = 0 - 0 + 0

©Mz = Izv
#

z - IxÆyvx + IyÆxvy

0 = 0 - 0 + 0

©My = Iyv
#

y - IzÆxvz + IxÆzvx

-Az10.52 + Bz10.52 = 0 - 10.22132162 + 0 = -3.6

©Mx = Ixv
#

x - IyÆzvy + IzÆyvz

1æ Z V2
v
#

x = 0 v# y = 0  v# z = 0

VsVp

V

vx = 0 vy = 6 rad>s  vz = 3 rad>s
V = 56j + 3k6 rad>s,

Iy = 1
2110 kg210.2 m22 = 0.2 kg # m2

Ix = Iz = 1
4110 kg210.2 m22 = 0.1 kg # m2

æ = Vp = 53k6 rad>s.

vp = 3 rad>s.

vs = 6 rad>s.

EXAMPLE 21.6

(a)

0.5 m

A

B

0.5 m

0.2 mG

vp � 3 rad/s

vs � 6 rad/s

(b)

Bx

Ax

Ay

Az

Bz

10(9.81) N

z

0.5 m

y

x

A

B

0.5 m

G

Fig. 21–14

* This would not be true for the propeller in Example 21.5.
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Applying Eqs. 21–19, we have

Solving these equations, we obtain

NOTE: If the precession had not occurred, the z component of
force at A and B would be equal to 49.05 N. In this case, however, the
difference in these components is caused by the “gyroscopic moment”
created whenever a spinning body precesses about another axis. We
will study this effect in detail in the next section.

SOLUTION II
This example can also be solved using Euler’s equations of motion,
Eqs. 21–25. In this case and the time
derivative can be conveniently obtained with reference to the
fixed X, Y, Z axes since This calculation can be
performed by choosing axes to have an angular velocity of

Fig. 21–14c, so that

The moment equations then become

The solution then proceeds as before.

Ax10.52 - Bx10.52 = 0 - 0

©Mz = Izv
#

z - 1Ix - Iy2vxvy

0 = 0 - 0

©My = Iyv
#

y - 1Iz - Ix2vzvx

-Az10.52 + Bz10.52 = 0.11-182 - 10.2 - 0.12162132 = -3.6

©Mx = Ixv
#

x - 1Iy - Iz2vyvz

v
#

x = -18 rad>s v# y = 0 v# z = 0

V
# = 1V# 2x¿y¿z¿ + Vp * V = 0 + 3k * 16j + 3k2 = 5-18i6 rad>s2

æ¿ = Vp ,
z¿y¿,x¿,
V
# = 1V# 2xyz .

1V# 2xyz

æ = V = 56j + 3k6 rad>s,

Vp

Ax = 0 Ay = -45.0 N Az = 52.6 N Ans.

Bx = 0 Bz = 45.4 N Ans.

Az + Bz - 1019.812 = 0©FZ = m1aG2Z ;

Ay = -1010.521322©FY = m1aG2Y ;

Ax + Bx = 0©FX = m1aG2X ;

vp � 3 rad/s

(c)

Z, z, z¿

X, x, x¿

Y, y, y¿

A

vs � 6 rad/s

B

G

Fig. 21–14
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PROBLEMS

•21–45. The slender rod AB has a mass m and it is
connected to the bracket by a smooth pin at A. The bracket
is rigidly attached to the shaft. Determine the required
constant angular velocity of of the shaft, in order for the
rod to make an angle of with the vertical.u

V

*21–44. The disk, having a mass of is mounted
eccentrically on shaft AB. If the shaft is rotating at a constant
rate of determine the reactions at the journal bearing
supports when the disk is in the position shown.

9 rad>s,

3 kg,

*21–40. Derive the scalar form of the rotational equation
of motion about the x axis if and the moments and
products of inertia of the body are not constant with respect
to time.

•21–41. Derive the scalar form of the rotational
equation of motion about the x axis if and the
moments and products of inertia of the body are constant
with respect to time.

21–42. Derive the Euler equations of motion for ,
i.e., Eqs. 21–26.

21–43. The uniform rectangular plate has a mass of
and is given a rotation of about its

bearings at A and B. If and , determine
the vertical reactions at A and B at the instant the plate 
is vertical as shown. Use the x, y, z axes shown and note that

Izx = -  amac

12
b a c2 - a2

c2 + a2 b .

c = 0.3 ma = 0.2 m
v = 4 rad>sm = 2 kg

æ Z V

æ Z V

æ Z V

21–46. The 5-kg rod AB is supported by a rotating arm.The
support at A is a journal bearing, which develops reactions
normal to the rod.The support at B is a thrust bearing, which
develops reactions both normal to the rod and along the axis
of the rod. Neglecting friction, determine the x, y, z
components of reaction at these supports when the frame
rotates with a constant angular velocity of .v = 10 rad>s

x

A

B

V

c
ay

z

Prob. 21–43

A

B

v � 9 rad/s

1.25 m

50 mm
75 mm

1 m

Prob. 21–44

A

B

L

L
3

V

u

Prob. 21–45

ω

z

0.5 m

y

x

A

B

G

= 10 rad/s

0.5 m

Prob. 21–46



A

V

C

D

F

E

B
yx

z

0.1 m

0.1 m

0.1 m 0.1 m

0.2 m

0.1 m

30�

uD

uF

0.1 m
0.1 m

x

z

y

G

r

x

0.6 m

0.6 m
0.2 m

z

y

B

O

A

0.2 m

0.1 m

v � 30 rad/s
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21–50. A man stands on a turntable that rotates about a
vertical axis with a constant angular velocity of

. If the wheel that he holds spins with a
constant angular speed of , determine the
magnitude of moment that he must exert on the wheel to
hold it in the position shown. Consider the wheel as a thin
circular hoop (ring) having a mass of 3 kg and a mean radius
of 300 mm.

vs = 30 rad>s
vp = 10 rad>s

*21–48. The shaft is constructed from a rod which has a
mass per unit length of Determine the x, y, z
components of reaction at the bearings A and B if at the
instant shown the shaft spins freely and has an angular
velocity of .What is the angular acceleration of
the shaft at this instant? Bearing A can support a component
of force in the y direction, whereas bearing B cannot.

v = 30 rad>s

2 kg>m.

21–47. The car travels around the curved road of radius 
such that its mass center has a constant speed . Write the
equations of rotational motion with respect to the x, y, z
axes. Assume that the car’s six moments and products of
inertia with respect to these axes are known.

vG

r

21–51. The 50-lb disk spins with a constant angular rate of
about its axle. Simultaneously, the shaft

rotates with a constant angular rate of .
Determine the x, y, z components of the moment developed
in the arm at A at the instant shown. Neglect the weight of
arm AB.

v2 = 10 rad>s
v1 = 50 rad>s

•21–49. Four spheres are connected to shaft AB. If
and , determine the mass of spheres

D and F and the angles of the rods, and , so that the
shaft is dynamically balanced, that is, so that the bearings at
A and B exert only vertical reactions on the shaft as it
rotates. Neglect the mass of the rods.

uFuD

mE = 2 kgmC = 1 kg

Prob. 21–47

Prob. 21–48

Prob. 21–49

500 mm

300 mm

vs � 30 rad/s

vp � 10 rad/s

Prob. 21–50

z

y

B

A

x

2 ft

0.75 ft

v1 � 50 rad/s

v2 � 10 rad/s

Prob. 21–51
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21–54. Rod CD of mass m and length L is rotating with a
constant angular rate of about axle AB, while shaft EF
rotates with a constant angular rate of . Determine the X,
Y, and Z components of reaction at thrust bearing E and
journal bearing F at the instant shown. Neglect the mass of
the other members.

v2

v1

•21–53. The blades of a wind turbine spin about the shaft S
with a constant angular speed of , while the frame
precesses about the vertical axis with a constant angular
speed of . Determine the x, y, and z components of
moment that the shaft exerts on the blades as a function of

. Consider each blade as a slender rod of mass m and
length l.
u

vp

vs

*21–52. The man stands on a turntable that rotates about a
vertical axis with a constant angular velocity of .
If he tilts his head forward at a constant angular velocity of

about point O, determine the magnitude of
the moment that must be resisted by his neck at O at the
instant . Assume that his head can be considered as
a uniform 10-lb sphere, having a radius of 4.5 in. and center
of gravity located at G, and point O is on the surface of the
sphere.

u = 30°

v2 = 1.5 rad>s
v1 = 6 rad>s

21–55. If shaft AB is driven by the motor  with an angular
velocity of and angular acceleration of

at the instant shown, and the 10-kg wheel
rolls without slipping, determine the frictional force and the
normal reaction on the wheel, and the moment M that must
be supplied by the motor at this instant. Assume that the
wheel is a uniform circular disk.

v
#

1 = 20 rad>s2
v1 = 50 rad>s

O

G
4.5 in.

u

V2 � 1.5 rad/s

V1 � 6 rad/s

Prob. 21–52

z

x

y

S
u

u

Vs

Vp

Prob. 21–53

D

C

F

E
B

A

z

x y

L
2L

2

a

a

V1

V2

Prob. 21–54

z

yx

0.3 m

0.1 m

0.1 m

A

M
V1 � 20 rad/s2
V1 � 50 rad/s

B

Prob. 21–55
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21–59. If shaft AB rotates with a constant angular velocity
of , determine the X, Y, Z components of
reaction at journal bearing A and thrust bearing B at the
instant shown. The thin plate has a mass of 10 kg. Neglect
the mass of shaft AB.

v = 50 rad>s

•21–57. The 25-lb disk is fixed to rod BCD, which has
negligible mass. Determine the torque T which must be
applied to the vertical shaft so that the shaft has an angular
acceleration of . The shaft is free to turn in its
bearings.

21–58. Solve Prob. 21–57, assuming rod BCD has a weight
per unit length of .2 lb>ft

a = 6 rad>s2

*21–56. A stone crusher consists of a large thin disk which
is pin connected to a horizontal axle. If the axle rotates at a
constant rate of determine the normal force which
the disk exerts on the stones. Assume that the disk rolls
without slipping and has a mass of 25 kg. Neglect the mass
of the axle.

8 rad>s,

*21–60. A thin uniform plate having a mass of 0.4 kg spins
with a constant angular velocity about its diagonal AB. If
the person holding the corner of the plate at B releases his
finger, the plate will fall downward on its side AC.
Determine the necessary couple moment M which if
applied to the plate would prevent this from happening.

V

0.8 m

0.2 m

8 rad/s

Prob. 21–56

2 ft

D

A

1 ft

1 ft

C

T

B

Probs. 21–57/58

A

B

150 mm
150 mm

450 mm

450 mm

150 mm

150 mm

z

y

x

60�

V � 50 rad/s

Prob. 21–59

A

B

C

V

x

G

y

300 mm

150 mm

Prob. 21–60
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*21.5 Gyroscopic Motion

In this section we will develop the equations defining the motion of a body
(top) which is symmetrical with respect to an axis and rotating about a
fixed point. These equations also apply to the motion of a particularly
interesting device, the gyroscope.

The body’s motion will be analyzed using Euler angles (phi,
theta, psi). To illustrate how they define the position of a body, consider
the top shown in Fig. 21–15a. To define its final position, Fig. 21–15d, a
second set of x, y, z axes is fixed in the top. Starting with the X, Y, Z and
x, y, z axes in coincidence, Fig. 21–15a, the final position of the top can be
determined using the following three steps:

1. Rotate the top about the Z (or z) axis through an angle
Fig. 21–15b.

2. Rotate the top about the x axis through an angle 
Fig. 21–15c.

3. Rotate the top about the z axis through an angle 
to obtain the final position, Fig. 20–15d.

The sequence of these three angles, then must be maintained,
since finite rotations are not vectors (see Fig. 20–1). Although this is the
case, the differential rotations and are vectors, and thus the
angular velocity of the top can be expressed in terms of the time
derivatives of the Euler angles. The angular-velocity components 
and are known as the precession, nutation, and spin, respectively.c

# u
#
,f

#
,

V

dCdU,dF,

c,u,f,

c 10 … c 6 2p2
u 10 … u … p2,

f 10 … f 6 2p2,

cu,f,

Z, z

X, x

Y, yO

(a)

X

Y

x

y

Precession f

(b)

Z, z

O

f

f

f

.

.

Y

y

X
x

(c)

O

Z
z

u

u

u

f

f

.

Nutation u
.

Y

y

X x

(d)

O

Zz

u

u

f

f

c

c

c
.

Spin c
.

Fig. 21–15
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Y

y

X

x

Z
z

O

G

u

u

f

f

vs � c
.

vp � f
.

vn � u
.

Fig. 21–16

Their positive directions are shown in Fig. 21–16. It is seen that these
vectors are not all perpendicular to one another; however, of the top
can still be expressed in terms of these three components.

Since the body (top) is symmetric with respect to the z or spin axis,
there is no need to attach the x, y, z axes to the top since the inertial
properties of the top will remain constant with respect to this frame
during the motion. Therefore Fig. 21–16. Hence, the
angular velocity of the body is

(21–27)

And the angular velocity of the axes is

(21–28)

Have the x, y, z axes represent principal axes of inertia for the top, and so
the moments of inertia will be represented as and 
Since Eqs. 21–26 are used to establish the rotational equations of
motion. Substituting into these equations the respective angular-velocity
components defined by Eqs. 21–27 and 21–28, their corresponding time
derivatives, and the moment of inertia components, yields

(21–29)

Each moment summation applies only at the fixed point O or the center
of mass G of the body. Since the equations represent a coupled set of
nonlinear second-order differential equations, in general a closed-form
solution may not be obtained. Instead, the Euler angles and may
be obtained graphically as functions of time using numerical analysis and
computer techniques.

A special case, however, does exist for which simplification of Eqs. 21–29
is possible. Commonly referred to as steady precession, it occurs when
the nutation angle precession and spin all remain constant.
Equations 21–29 then reduce to the form

(21–30)

©Mz = 0

©My = 0

©Mx = -If
#

2 sin u cos u + Izf
#
 sin u1f#  cos u + c

# 2

c
#

f
#
,u,

cu,f,

©Mz = Iz1c$ + f
$

cos u - f
#
u
#

sin u2
©My = I1f$  sin u + 2f

#
u
#
 cos u2 - Izu

# 1f#  cos u + c
# 2

©Mx = I1u$ - f
#

2 sin u cos u2 + Izf
#
 sin u1f#  cos u + c

# 2

æ Z V,
Izz = Iz .Ixx = Iyy = I

= u
#
i + 1f# sin u2j + 1f# cos u2k

æ = Æx i + Æy j + Æz k

= u
#
i + 1f# sin u2j + 1f# cos u + c

# 2k
V = vx i + vy j + vz k

æ = Vp + Vn ,

V
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Equation 21–30 can be further simplified by noting that, from 
Eq. 21–27, so that

or

(21–31)

It is interesting to note what effects the spin has on the moment
about the x axis. To show this, consider the spinning rotor in Fig. 21–17.
Here in which case Eq. 21–30 reduces to the form

or

(21–32)©Mx = IzÆyvz

©Mx = Izf
#
c
#

u = 90°,

c
#

©Mx = f
#

sin u1Izvz - If
#

cos u2

©Mx = -If
#

2 sin u cos u + Izf
#
 (sin u)vz

vz = f
#

cos u + c
#
,

z
G

y, Z

Y

X, x

W

O

rG

u� 90�

�y � f
.

vz � c
.

Fig. 21–17

From the figure it can be seen that and act along their
respective positive axes and therefore are mutually perpendicular.
Instinctively, one would expect the rotor to fall down under the influence
of gravity! However, this is not the case at all, provided the product

is correctly chosen to counterbalance the moment 
of the rotor’s weight about O. This unusual phenomenon of rigid-body
motion is often referred to as the gyroscopic effect.

©Mx = WrGIzÆyvz

Vzæy



x

z, Y
HO

y, Z

	Mx
�y

X

O
Vz

Fig. 21–18
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Perhaps a more intriguing demonstration of the gyroscopic effect
comes from studying the action of a gyroscope, frequently referred to as
a gyro. A gyro is a rotor which spins at a very high rate about its axis of
symmetry. This rate of spin is considerably greater than its precessional
rate of rotation about the vertical axis. Hence, for all practical purposes,
the angular momentum of the gyro can be assumed directed along its
axis of spin. Thus, for the gyro rotor shown in Fig. 21–18, and
the magnitude of the angular momentum about point O, as determined
from Eqs. 21–11, reduces to the form Since both the
magnitude and direction of are constant as observed from x, y, z,
direct application of Eq. 21–22 yields

(21–33)

Using the right-hand rule applied to the cross product, it can be seen
that always swings (or ) toward the sense of In effect,
the change in direction of the gyro’s angular momentum, is
equivalent to the angular impulse caused by the gyro’s weight about O,
i.e., Eq. 21–20.Also, since and and

are mutually perpendicular, Eq. 21–33 reduces to Eq. 21–32.
When a gyro is mounted in gimbal rings, Fig. 21–19, it becomes free of

external moments applied to its base. Thus, in theory, its angular
momentum H will never precess but, instead, maintain its same fixed
orientation along the axis of spin when the base is rotated. This type of
gyroscope is called a free gyro and is useful as a gyrocompass when the
spin axis of the gyro is directed north. In reality, the gimbal mechanism is
never completely free of friction, so such a device is useful only for the
local navigation of ships and aircraft. The gyroscopic effect is also useful
as a means of stabilizing both the rolling motion of ships at sea and the
trajectories of missiles and projectiles. Furthermore, this effect is of
significant importance in the design of shafts and bearings for rotors
which are subjected to forced precessions.

HO

æy ,©Mx ,HO = IzvzdHO = ©Mx dt,

dHO ,
©Mx .VzHOæy

©Mx = æy * HO

HO

HO = Izvz .

vz W Æy ,

Gimbals

Bearings

Gyro

Fig. 21–19

The spinning of the gyro within the frame
of this toy gyroscope produces angular
momentum , which is changing
direction as the frame precesses 
about the vertical axis. The gyroscope
will not fall down since the moment of its
weight W about the support is balanced
by the change in the direction of HO .

Vp

HO

HO

W
O

Vp
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The top shown in Fig. 21–20a has a mass of 0.5 kg and is precessing about
the vertical axis at a constant angle of If it spins with an angular
velocity determine the precession Assume that 
the axial and transverse moments of inertia of the top are

and respectively, measured with
respect to the fixed point O.

1.20110-32 kg # m2,0.45110-32 kg # m2

Vp .vs = 100 rad>s,
u = 60°.

EXAMPLE 21.7

SOLUTION
Equation 21–30 will be used for the solution since the motion is steady
precession. As shown on the free-body diagram, Fig. 21–20b, the
coordinate axes are established in the usual manner, that is, with the
positive z axis in the direction of spin, the positive Z axis in the direction
of precession, and the positive x axis in the direction of the moment

(refer to Fig. 21–16).Thus,

or

(1)

Solving this quadratic equation for the precession gives

Ans.

and

Ans.

NOTE: In reality, low precession of the top would generally be
observed, since high precession would require a larger kinetic energy.

f
#

= 5.72 rad>s 1low precession2

f
#

= 114 rad>s 1high precession2

f
#

2 - 120.0f
#

+ 654.0 = 0

+ [0.45110-32 kg # m2]f
#
 sin 60°1f#  cos 60° + 100 rad>s2

 4.905 N10.05 m2 sin 60° = -[1.20110-32 kg # m2 f
#

2] sin 60° cos 60°

©Mx = -If
#

2 sin u cos u + Izf
#
 sin u1f#  cos u + c

# 2
©Mx

·

(a)

50 mm

O

G 60�

vs � 100 rad/s

vp � f Z

X

Y

x

z

y
G 60�

(b)

0.05 m
OX

OZ

OY

4.905 NFig. 21–20
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EXAMPLE 21.8

The 1-kg disk shown in Fig. 21–21a spins about its axis with a constant
angular velocity The block at B has a mass of 2 kg, and
by adjusting its position s one can change the precession of the disk
about its supporting pivot at O while the shaft remains horizontal.
Determine the position s that will enable the disk to have a constant
precession about the pivot. Neglect the weight of the
shaft.

vp = 0.5 rad>s

vD = 70 rad>s.

200 mm

s

D

(a)

50 mm
O

B

vp � 0.5 rad/s

vD � 70 rad/s

(b)

0.2 m

u � 90�

s

B

R
9.81 N

19.62 Nz

Y

X, x

Z1, y

O

Fig. 21–21

SOLUTION
The free-body diagram of the assembly is shown in Fig. 21–21b. The
origin for both the x, y, z and X, Y, Z coordinate systems is located at
the fixed point O. In the conventional sense, the Z axis is chosen along
the axis of precession, and the z axis is along the axis of spin, so that

Since the precession is steady, Eq. 21–32 can be used for the
solution.

Substituting the required data gives

©Mx = IzÆyvz

u = 90°.

Ans. s = 0.102 m = 102 mm

(98.1 N) 10.2 m2 - 119.62 N2s = C1211 kg210.05 m22 D0.5 rad>s1-70 rad>s2
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